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as can be determined, Surrey had no relations with Lady Eliza-
beth Fitzgerald other than seeing her as a young girl who was
in attendance upon the King's daughters. But he too was misled
by the tradition. Although he limited the duration of Surrey's
infatuation, Bapst accepted the tradition that the young Earl
was writing of the Faire Geraldine in many of his poems.26
Courthope, we have noted above, insisted, "That Elizabeth
Fitz-Gerald is the subject of many, if not all, Surrey's love
poems is certain."
Only now are critics beginning to be able to reject this false
belief. In 1909 Professor Harold H. Child could write, "These
poems [to Geraldine], in fact, are the result, not of a sincere
passion, but of the rules of the game of chivalry as played in
its decrepitude and Surrey's youth."27 But even here is an in-
accuracy traceable to the influence of the tradition. Professor
Child wrote "poems." Not until 1920, it seems, could anyone
escape entirely the influence of the legend. Then at least two
critics did so: Professor Padelford28 commented, "The truth
probably is that Surrey whiled away an idle hour of confine-
ment by composing a sonnet in compliment to a little girl of
nine whose pretty face chanced to have caught his fancy." In
the same year Professor Berdan29 wrote, "It is quite clear that
we have here the fancy of a lively lad of nineteen pleasuring a
little girl." As both point out, this sonnet was probably written
in 1537, when Surrey was nineteen or twenty years of age and
Lady Elizabeth was only nine. It is not possible that a newly
and happily married man could feel a violent love for a girl of
nine years, even in that age of early maturity; but the tradition
that Surrey loved the Faire Geraldine so ardently that he
journeyed to Italy to spread her fame and eternalize her praises
anything like evidence, be supposed to have been addressed to the lady mentioned
by the name of Geraldine." And Henry Howard of Corby, Memorials, p. 33, wrote,
"I believe her [Geraldine] to be an imaginary person, a Phillis or Chloe, to whom and
for whom the poet outpours the effusions of his fancy." This attitude, however,
found little favor with other writers of the time.
23 Bapst's Deux gentilshommes-poetes was published hi 1891.
25 Ibid., pp. 365-370.                         27 CHEL, HI, 198.
28 The Poems of Surrey, edition of 1920, p. 189.
29 Early Tudor Poetry (New York, 1920), p. 517*